
BABY SHOWER 
& BIRTHDAY GIFT REGISTRY
We have a gift registry available. Give us the name and 
address of the celebrating child (or adult), the date of event, 
and the wish list of items. Then order copies of one or both 
of our catalogues for the party guests, or alert participants 
of the Michael Olaf website (www.michaelolaf.net). 
We keep track of what has been ordered so there will be 
no duplicate gifts. 

Dear Michael Olaf Customers,
Each child comes into the world with a 

unique set of abilities, precious gifts, and a 
beautiful personality ready to unfold. It is through 
exploration, appropriate challenges, intelligent 
choices, and concentration on meaningful 
activities in the family life that the child develops 
fully and happily. 

The parent is the first teacher and the most 
important element in the child's life. Our task is 
to create loving, safe, and healthful environments 
which support the physical, emotional, mental, 
and spiritual development of each child. 

The way for us to build a healthy, happy and 
successful society is to meet the needs of the 
very young child in the most formative stages of 
development. 

The Joyful Child offers many practical 
suggestions for the adult living and working 
with the very youngest child. Is also a source 
of beautiful and appropriate toys and other 
educational materials for youngest children. 

Michael Olaf catalogue text is updated every 
year to reflect the comments and questions we 
receive. Please don't skip this writing; it is the 
most important thing we have to offer you!

We wish you success in providing a joyful 
life together, at home and in your community.

Blessings,

Susan & Jim Stephenson
and everyone at 
The Michael Olaf Montessori Company

TABlE OF cOnTEnTS
1   Prenatal & First year—the senses: music 
and language; crying as communication; looking and 
processing; the absorbent mind 

7   First year—reaching Out, grasPing, changing 
the WOrld: the development of movement; toys that 
aid the natural development of movement; natural 
materials for toys, first rattles and toys 

10   First year—sitting uP, WOrking:  the baby's 
work; eating and working while sitting up; safety; 
number of toys and "putting away"; furniture for 
sitting up 

13  First year—craWling, Pulling uP, standing: 
safety; the natural environment; pulling up, standing, 
and walking; toys and equipment that aid movement 
development

17  First year—a gentle Beginning, trust in the 
WOrld: preparation of parents; clothing; clothing for 
gentleness; developing trust in the world

20  First year—unique develOPment, the child's 
selF-resPect: natural development & a child's 
self-respect; preparing the home to welcome the 
newborn; clothing that supports free movement and 
development; attachment and separation, preparation 
for weaning and toilet learning; materials that support 
natural development and self-esteem; the end of the 
first year

24  age 1-3, Family liFe—care OF selF, Others, 
the envirOnment: participating in family life; 
three areas of family life; the work environment and 
concentration; materials; a place for everything and 
everything in its place; the child's purpose; undressing 
and dressing; expressing emotions; needs of parents

28  age 1-3, Family liFe—FOOd: adults and children 
working together; following the child; child's research; 
teach by teaching, not by correcting; offering choices

32  age 1-3—tOys: selecting toys; organizing and 
rotating toys; learning to put toys away; respecting 
work and concentration

38  age 1-3—Puzzles: visual discrimination and eye-
hand control; work cycles; control of error

40  age 1-3—music: making music; singing; 
instrumental music

42  age 1-3—language: listening–the child; a second 
language; listening–the adult; including the child; 
vocabulary; pictures & books; reading and writing; the 
alphabet; biting; imagination, lying; the adult's help

48  age 1-3—art: art materials; art appreciation

51  age 1-3—PeOPle: culture; daily life; a globe

53  age 1-3—Plants & animals: plants; animals

57  age 1-3—Physical science & math: physical 
sciences; math

59  age 0-3—a suPeriOr envirOnment: a 
superior birth to three environment; safety; general 
environment principles; furniture; the environment & 
the absorbent mind; storage; the outside environment

66  Parenting & teaching—FrOm Birth tO 
three: becoming parents; a gentle beginning; the 
father or second adult; a sense of order; the changing 
environment; the parents' needs; educational materials 
for 0-3; conclusion; Maria Montessori, MD

The Joyful Child (Birth to Three)  and 
Child of the World (3-6 Years) are considered 
by many to be the most valuable Montessori 
0-3 overview available today. They are 
sold in several countries by Montessori 
book suppliers, schools, organizations, 
and teacher training centers. They are also 
available through www.amazon.com.

Many schools provide copies to 
families on their waiting list  and have 
them available for sale for people interested 
in learning about Montessori philosophy 
and practice. 

You may order copies directly from us 
wholesale. The following  prices include  
shipping and handling by air. 

Orders within the USA:
1 copy:   $7.00
2 copies: $12.00
3-9 copies:   $5.00 each
10+ copies     $3.00 each

Orders from outside the United States: 
1 copy: $18.00
2 copies $22.00 

Bulk copies are available internationally. 
Contact us for information.

0-3 HOME: With safety the first 
consideration, all of the materials in The Joyful 
Child are suitable for the home.

0-3 clASS: With the teacher's training 
as a guide, many of the materials in The Joyful 
Child (Age 0-3) and Child of the World (the 
Michael Olaf publication for ages 3-12+) are  
suitable for the 0-3 class.

3-6 HOME & clASS: Many of the 
materials introduced at the 0-3 age, within 
the pages of The Joyful Child, are used by 
children throughout the 3-6 years and beyond.

THE PAREnT IS THE 
cHIlD'S FIRST TEAcHER
Here is a picture of Susan's 
mother and first teacher, artist 
and musician Kathryn Shroyer 
Mayclin. She sang and played 
music to Susan and her siblings all 
during her pregnancies and their 
early lives.    

PAREnTS’ cHOIcE SEAl 
OF APPROVAl

For eight consecutive years, Michael Olaf 
received the Parents’ Choice Seal of Approval 
by the Parents’ Choice Foundation for which 
we are very pleased.

We print our publications in black and white  
to emphasize philosophy over products, and on 
recycled paper to protect the environment.

cOVER ART
Hannukah. This is Zahra, Susan 
and Jim's grandchild, with their 
other grandfather, John. 
From an oil painting by Susan. 
Limited Edition Fine Art print 
available. (www.susanart.net)

THE JOYFUL CHILD 
Available retail or wholesale

PERMISSIOn TO REPRInT
Because our chief aim is education, you 

have blanket permission to reprint our text 
for educational purposes, and to link the text 
of  www.michaelolaf.net to any educational or 
parenting website. We have placed all of the 
pages of The Joyful Child  free on the internet, 
as printable PDF files.   

SUGGESTED AGES

THAnK YOU
Thank you for ordering from us, and 

for sharing Michael Olaf with your family, 
friends, and colleagues. It is because of 
you that we are able to provide Montessori 
information to help children all over the 
world. We thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts for your part in this important work.



PHOTO: Susan and Jim 
Stephenson at home in 

Trinidad, California.  

For up-to-date information 
on Michael Olaf Children's 

projects see: 
www.michaelolaf.net/childrensprojects.html

THE AUTHOR OF THE JOYFUl cHIlD
The following is a list of Susan's academic work on 

which—combined with forty years of parenting, thirty-five 
years of teaching, and ten years of homeschooling—her 
writing is based: 

Degrees: BA, Philosophy; MA, Education, Association 
Montessori International  diplomas for three levels, (three year 
long post graduate level courses): 

* Birth to three (Denver, Colorado, and Rome, Italy) 
* Age 2-7 (London, England) 
* Age 6-12+ (Washington, DC) 
Her teachers and lecturers included Mario Montessori, 

Mario Montessori, Jr., Renilde Montessori, and several others 
trained by Dr. Maria Montessori, Dr. Shinichi Suzuki, and Dr. 
Howard Gardner at Harvard University.

 Experience: Susan has taught students from age two 
through college, has worked as a counselor for juvenile 
delinquents and as school administrator. She is a course 
assistant for the AMI 3-6 course in Thailand, and has written 
and lectured on education for AMI, NAMTA, AMS, and 
independent organizations and publications in New Zealand, 
Japan, Peru, the Virgin Islands, 
India, Hong Kong,  Thailand, 
Nepal, Bhutan, The Netherlands,  
Albania, and the USA. Susan is a 
wife, mother, grandmother, artist, 
teacher, and webmaster.

QUOTInG THE JOYFUl cHIlD
For educational purposes, please feel free to quote anything 

from The Joyful Child, or web pages using this credit:
"Permission to reprint portions of The Joyful Child, 

Michael Olaf's Essential Montessori for Birth to Three 
has been granted by the Michael Olaf Company, www.
michaelolaf.net" 

AVAIlABIlITY & PRIcES
Many of our unique items are limited in their 

availability. If you see something you absolutely 
must have, please order it as soon as you can. The 
prices of catalogue items are set by the publisher or 
manufacturer and are beyond our control and subject 
to change without notice. 

THE JOYFUl cHIlD: Michael Olaf's 
Essential Montessori for Birth to Three, 2009-2010 
Publisher: The Michael Olaf Company,  
65 Ericson Court #1, Arcata, CA 95521 
Web Sites:  www.michaelolaf.net; www.michaelolaf.com
Email: michaelola@aol.com 
© copyright 2009. All rights reserved. $6.00
ISBn: 1-879264-02-1;  978-1-879264-02-1 
Author: Susan Mayclin Stephenson
Editors & Advisors: Jim Stephenson, Karin Salzmann, 
everyone at Michael Olaf, Ursula Melvin, and many parents 
and Montessorians.

MIcHAEl OlAF MOnTESSORI
65 Ericson Court #1, Arcata, CA 95521
Hours: 9-5, M-F: Phone: (707) 826-1557
Our SPECIALS/SALE shelves are always available 
to the public. Orders may be phoned in ahead of time 
and picked up at the warehouse. If you are coming 
from far away, please phone for an appointment to 
tour the warehouse.

PAREnT EDUcATIOn—FAll FUnDRAISER
There is no better way to provide 0-3 information to 

help parents than to provide them with the Michael Olaf 
catalogues. These publications explain a time-honored system 
of parenting.

As an added benefit of buying Michael Olaf catalogues, 
organizations and parent groups who order copies in bulk 
(wholesale cost plus shipping and handling) qualify for our 
no-work fall fundraiser.  Parents  place orders directly  in the 
fall, we ship directly to them, and after the holidays 10% of 
the total order amount is returned to the organization in credit 
for Michael Olaf materials.  

MARIA MOnTESSORI, MD
Well-known supporters of Montessori 

philosophy include: Helen 
Keller, Alexander Graham 
Bell, Thomas Edison, 
Henry Ford, Mahatma 

Gandhi,  Sigmund Freud, 
Buckminster Fuller, 
Leo Tolstoy, Bertrand 
Russell, Jean Piaget, 
Erik Erikson, John 
Holt, Anne Frank 
(Montessori 
student), the Dalai 
Lama, and others.

TO  ORDER

BY PHOnE  OR  FAX: 
Phone orders are taken MON-FRI, 9—5, 
Pacific Time. Have your credit card number and 
expiration date ready if you are ordering by phone.  
Fax orders are received 24 hours a day.  
 
USA toll free ORDER ONLY number: 
888.880.9235 (M-F, 9-5, Pacific Time)
USA/International Phone: 707.826.1557

USA toll free FAX: 800.429.8877
USA/International FAX: 707.826.2243

Email: Michaelola@aol.com
Website: www.michaelolaf.net (text)
               www.michaelolaf.com (products)

BY MAIl:  Michael Olaf, 65 Ericson Court 
#1, Arcata, CA  95521
      Please be sure to include:
(1) Your name and mailing address
(2) Street address (for UPS shipping) 
(3) City, state, country
(4) Zip code
(5) Your telephone number
(6) An email address if possible

VISA OR MASTERcARD: 
Include the whole number, the expiration date, the 
cardbearer's name and a telephone number.

TAX:  California residents 7.25% tax.

PAcKInG AnD DElIVERY
 (for each address)
      up to   $25       $8.00
  $25.01 -    $45     $10.00
   $45.01 -    $65     $12.00
   $65.01 -    $85     $14.00  
   $85.01 -  $105     $16.00
              $105.01 -  $125     $18.00
              $125.01 -  $200     $20.00
              $200.01 & over        10%

YOU HAVE nO ORDER FORM? 
Just write to us with all the above information and 
for each item:  item number, name, price.

SHIPPInG OUTSIDE THE USA:
Credit cards only. Orders outside the USA are 
shipped by Priority Mail, Air, only. This takes 
1-2 weeks. The actual shipping cost plus a 
handling fee is charged.

RUSH SERVIcE:
Overnight, and second and third day service is 
available. Ask for rates when you phone.

GIFTS:
Your order can be sent gift-wrapped in beautiful 
recycled paper  ($4 per item), with your message 
handwritten on a card ($2.00).  Or we can include 
a card which you send us with your gift order.  
Furniture, brooms, wheelbarrow,  and other 
oversize items cannot be giftwrapped.

     OPEn WAREHOUSE— For 
Grown-ups Only—on the 2nd Friday 
of the month, from 1:00-5:30 PM
     MAP & DIREcTIOnS:
www.michaelolaf.net/MAP.html

WHO IS MIcHAEl OlAF?  
Above you see three happy and productive 

ex-Montessori students, of 3-6, 6-12, and 
Montessori homeschooling experience.

In 1982 Michael Olaf Stephenson was born. 
For his benefit his teenager sisters Narda and 
Ursula began a Montessori project: researching the 
process of starting a business. They soon opened a 
tiny shop that provided Montessori-type toys and 
books for children and named it after their brother. 

As of 2008 Narda is a mother, and a medical 
volunteer working part-time in Guatemala. 
Michael Olaf is a graduate of Brown U. and U. of 
Oregon School of law, working as an attorney in 
Portland, and composing music. Ursula is a river 
rafting guide and Montessori 0-3 teacher. Above 
is a picture of them at Ursula's wedding in 2006: 
Ursula, Michael Olaf, Narda.


